
Black History Month

Make Black History a Part 
of History. FULL STOP.

1st - 31st October 2020



Lesser Known Facts 
From Black History…

Rosa Parks was not the first person to
refuse to give up her seat on a bus. In
March 1955, a whole nine months
before Rosa Park, a 15 year old girl
called Claudette Colvin refused to
move to the back of the bus. She was
arrested and put into jail, where she
became one of four women to
challenge segregation law in court.

The campaign to end slavery was
mainly dominated by women. Women
didn’t have the right to vote at the
time and the anti-slavery crusade was
one of the ways women could get
involved in politics.

The cells from Henrietta Lacks cervix,
taken and cultured without her
consent in 1951, contributed massively
to biomedical research. The HeLa
Immortal cell line is still used in
research today.

In Birmingham, Alabama 
the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference 

and other groups 
planned to do a violence 

free protest to 
desegregate the city. The 

‘Children's Crusade’.

Thousands of children 
walked, peacefully 

protesting and singing 
songs through 

Birmingham on 2nd May 
1963. Unfortunately the 
children received a huge 

backlash. They were 
arrested, sprayed with 

powerful hoses, chased 
by police dogs, hit with 
batons and threatened 

with expulsion form 
school. By 10th May, city 

leaders decided to 
desegregate local 

businesses and free all 
the young people from 

jail.



Celebrating Influential 
Black People In The UK

Linford Christie Was the only
British man that won gold medals
in the 100m sprint, for all four
major competitions open to British
athletes: Commonwealth Games,
Olympics, World Championships
and European Championships.

Margaret Busby was Britain's youngest
and first black female book publisher.
She co-founded a publishing company,
called Allison & Busby in 1967, with a
man named Clive Allison. The company
didn't only publish work by black writers,
but it did help to make the names of
many black writers more well-known.

Lennox Lewis Considered to be one
of the most successful British
sportsmen of all time. He is one of
only five people to have won the
world heavyweight championship
three times. He fought and won
against some huge names in boxing,
including Evander Holyfield and
Mike Tyson.

Diane Abbott was the first black
woman to be elected to parliament in
1987. She also started the Black Child
Programme and the London Schools,
which aim to is to help black children
achieve more in school.



History Bite  
Windrush Scandal In The UK

People arriving in the UK between 1948 and 1971 from Caribbean countries
have been labelled the Windrush generation.

Named after the MV Empire Windrush, which docked on 22 June 1948,
bringing workers from Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago and other islands, after
the war to help rebuild Britain and fill UK labour shortages. The ship carried
492 passengers in total, some of them were children. Many people went on
to work in the new NHS, ran public transport or work in construction and
manufacturing.

This ended with the 1971 Immigration Act, when Commonwealth citizens
already living in the UK were given indefinite leave to remain.

Unfortunately, The Home Office kept no record of those granted leave to
remain and issued no paperwork - making it is difficult for Windrush arrivals
to prove their legal status. Those who lacked documents were told they
needed evidence to continue working, get NHS treatment, or even to
remain in the UK. This led to some being wrongfully deported.

A report labelled the scandal as “foreseeable and avoidable” and a small
compensation scheme for those affected was established. Many feel this is
not enough.

Windrush Day is 
commemorated 

on 22 June 



Black people in the UK are nearly 10 times more
likely to be stopped and searched by police than
white people, according to the Government
statistics.

Between April 2018 and March 2019, there were
38 stop and searches per 1,000 black people,
compared to four per 1,000 white people.

You can find more statistics here

https://www.ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk/

Data from Barnardo's shows us
that black Caribbean children are
3.5 times more likely to be
excluded from school.

Primary School incidences of
racism have risen by more than
40% in the past decade. In the
school year 2017-2018, 496
temporary exclusions were given
for racist behaviour.

BBC News Analysis

Did you know that the #blacklivesmatter
movement was founded in July 2013 after the
death of Trayvon Martin?

The Black Lives Matter Global Network aim was to
connect black communities from all over the
world, build power within them and to intervene
when violence was inflicted upon them.

#blacklivesmatter
This year, more than ever we have been 

made aware of the injustice and inequality 
suffered by black people.

#Morethanjustahashtag

https://www.ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk/


Understanding White 
Privilege

“Having white privilege doesn’t mean that your
life isn’t difficult; it simply means that your skin
colour isn’t one of the things contributing to your
difficulties” - Shola M Richards

Here are some great videos that explain what
privilege means:

Jane Elliott’s experiment –Brown eyes, blue eyes

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oGvoXeXCoUY

The $100 race – Inequalities explained

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4K5fbQ1-zps

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oGvoXeXCoUY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4K5fbQ1-zps


What’s wrong with it?

• It doesn’t give people credit for their own culture

Recently the singer Adele was called out for wearing the Jamaican flag and bantu buns.
Whilst this can be seen as harmless dressing up, it also gives no credit to 1000’s of black
women who have been ostracized for wearing their hair in traditional styles for years.

• It creates stereotypes

People start to believe that certain groups or cultures must all behave/dress/speak in
the same way. For example: Halloween costumes might suggest that all Native
Americans wear feather headdresses and face paint. It may seem ok, because it’s ‘just a
bit of fun’.

• It trivializes and allows oppression to continue

Power imbalances, white privilege, systemic racism, violence, discrimination, profiting
from other cultures but not accepting them.


